[Cytotoxin adhesion and invasiveness of Campylobacter jejuni from children with diarrhea: assay and correlation with clinical manifestations].
Some potentially pathogenic properties have been identified for Campylobacter jejuni in vitro. The cell-free filtrates of 42 strains, (28 isolated from clinical cases of diarrhea, 12 from domestic animals and 2 from healthy children) were investigated. 30 of the 42 were cytotoxin producers, and the strains from clinical cases were more frequent than those from other sources (P less than 0.05). Meanwhile, 25 of the 42 strains exhibited adhesion and invasiveness with HeLa cell line in vitro. It is surprising that the 2 strains from healthy children were all negative in cytotoxin production, adhesion and invasiveness in vitro. Analysis of the virulence correlation with clinical manifestations indicated that the pathogenic significance of cytotoxin, adhesion and invasiveness should be adequately evaluated.